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    Norton, Van Hollen, Carper, Maloney, Brown Celebrate House Passage of D.C. National Guard Home Rule Act


Norton, Senator Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), Senator Tom Carper (D-DE), Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), and Congressman Anthony Brown (D-MD) announced that their District of Columbia National Guard Home Rule Act, which would give the D.C. mayor control over the D.C. National Guard (DCNG), passed the House yesterday as an amendment to the fiscal year 2023 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). Currently, the president controls the DCNG, while the governors of the states and territories control their National Guards. This is the second time in history either chamber of Congress has voted to give the mayor this authority. The House did so last year, too.


	“The District of Columbia mayor is the chief executive for D.C. and has the best knowledge and most reliable expertise about when to deploy its own National Guard,” the members said. “The D.C. National Guard Home Rule Act simply gives the District’s chief executive the same authority afforded to governors of states and territories over their Guards. This bill might have ended the insurrection hours earlier on January 6th, and would afford D.C. a critical element of home rule as it moves toward statehood. We will fight to include this provision in the final fiscal year 2023 NDAA.”


 


Norton-Maloney-Brown Amendment to Give D.C. Mayor Control Over D.C. National Guard to be Considered on House Floor


Norton, Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), and Congressman Anthony Brown (D-MD) announced that Committee on Rules yesterday made in order their amendment to the fiscal year 2023 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) that would give the District of Columbia mayor control over the D.C. National Guard. The committee determines which amendments will be allowed to be considered on the House floor, and because their amendment was made in order, it will be considered on the House floor this week.


	“On January 6, 2021, as our democracy was under attack, D.C.'s mayor was unable to call out the D.C. National Guard, wasting hours and potentially costing lives," the members said. “If the authority to control the D.C. National Guard were to be given to D.C.’s mayor, as governors of the states and territories control their National Guards, it would be the biggest expansion of home rule for the District since the 1970s. The January 6th attack on the Capitol demonstrated why this authority belongs in the hands of D.C.’s mayor and not the president. We applaud yesterday’s forward movement and look forward to House passage later this week.”


	The House’s version of the fiscal year 2022 NDAA gave the D.C. mayor control over the D.C. National Guard. When the House passed that bill, it was the first time in history either chamber had passed a bill giving the mayor this authority. The enacted version of the fiscal year 2022 NDAA did not give the mayor this authority because of Republican opposition.


	The president controls the D.C. National Guard while the governors of the states and territories control their National Guards.


 


House Passes Norton Amendment to Give D.C. the Same Number of Service Academy Nominations and Appointments as States


Norton announced that the House today passed her amendment to the fiscal year 2023 National Defense Authorization Act that would give the District of Columbia the same number of U.S. service academy nominations and appointments as states. Currently, each member of the House and Senate is allocated five appointments to each of the U.S. Military Academy, the U.S. Naval Academy, and the U.S. Air Force Academy, and is allowed to nominate 10 people for each appointment as it becomes vacant. However, because D.C. has no senators, the District is deprived of 10 appointments to each of these service academies.


	“I am very pleased the House passed my amendment,” Norton said. “We are one step closer to providing equality for the residents of the District who choose to serve their country by applying to a service academy. It is remarkable that D.C. residents volunteer to serve a country that denies them statehood, congressional voting rights and full home rule. Yet, District residents have fought in every American war, and our residents, who pay all federal taxes, including paying more federal taxes per capita than the residents of any state, deserve to have the same opportunities to attend our prestigious service academies as residents of the states.


	“The District’s population is larger than that of two states and is in line with the six states that have a population under one million. D.C. servicemembers have helped secure voting rights for people throughout the world yet have always been denied those same rights when they returned home. District residents deserve equality in every respect, but particularly so in their access to our nation’s prestigious service academies.”


	Norton introduced the text of the amendment as a standalone bill this Congress.


 


Norton Secures Victory for D.C. on Union Station Expansion Project in Appropriations Bill


Norton today announced that the House’s fiscal year 2023 Transportation, and Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill includes her requested language directing the Federal Railroad Administration to continue working with the District of Columbia on the Union Station expansion project and to consider the feedback of all stakeholders, including residents of affected neighborhoods, in its planning process.


	“Union Station is a historic facility,” Norton said, “having been built in 1907 and is the only federally owned train station. Our conversations with the Union Station Redevelopment Co


 


Norton, Raskin Announce Hearing on Their Bill to Remove Name of Segregationist Newlands from Chevy Chase Circle


Norton and Congressman Jamie Raskin (D-MD) today announced that the Committee on Natural Resources Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands will hold a hearing on their bill to remove the name of Francis G. Newlands, a former U.S. senator from Nevada who held racist views, from Chevy Chase Circle on Thursday, July 14, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. The name appears on the fountain and a plaque in the circle, which is a federal park. The circle lies partly in the District of Columbia and partly in Maryland’s 8th Congressional District, which Raskin represents. Norton will testify at the hearing.


	“Thank you to Subcommittee Chair Neguse and Committee Chair Grijalva for holding tomorrow’s important hearing,” Norton said. “Memorials dedicated to Confederates and segregationists belong in museums, not on our streets, where they can be misconstrued to mean current support of their racist ideologies. The plaque and fountain dedicated to Newlands tell no story. They are meant only to honor a segregationist who argued that the voting rights won for African Americans as a result of the Civil War should be repealed. Newlands belongs in the dustbin of history, not preserved on a traffic circle that symbolizes the unity between the nation’s capital and the state of Maryland.”


	“Francis Newlands was a fierce segregationist whose views have been outstripped and discredited by history,” said Rep. Raskin. “We should not be rewarding the exponents of racist ideology with a public memorial on public property. Our Francis G. Newlands Memorial Removal Act will end this strange welcome to Maryland and I’m grateful to my colleagues on the Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands for considering the bill. I will continue working with Congresswoman Norton and all our colleagues to bring this bill to the House floor for a vote.”


 


Norton Testifies at Hearing on Her Bill to Remove Name of Segregationist Newlands from Chevy Chase Circle


Norton today testified at a Committee on Natural Resources Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands hearing on her bill, co-led by Congressman Jamie Raskin (D-MD), to remove the name of Francis G. Newlands, a former U.S. senator from Nevada who held racist views, from Chevy Chase Circle. The name appears on the fountain and a plaque in the circle, which is a federal park. The circle lies partly in the District of Columbia and partly in Maryland’s 8th Congressional District, which Raskin represents.


	“Newlands does not deserve to be honored on federal land,” Norton said.


Full statement here.


 


Norton Calls on Biden Administration to Endorse Giving D.C. Mayor Control Over D.C. National Guard


Norton today called on the Biden administration to publicly endorse giving the District of Columbia mayor control over the D.C. National Guard. Yesterday, the House passed the fiscal year 2023 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which includes Norton’s provision giving the mayor this authority. The Senate’s version of the bill does not include this provision. The Biden administration has never taken a position on whether it supports giving the mayor this authority.


	“There is no national security rationale for not giving the D.C. mayor control over the D.C. National Guard,” Norton said. “Instead, it is simply a pre-home-rule anachronism. It is long past time for the Biden administration to endorse giving the mayor this authority. The administration’s support is critical to giving the mayor this authority in the final fiscal year 2023 NDAA. I have spoken to the highest levels of the White House about giving the mayor this authority, but was told the administration does not have an official position.


	“While I greatly appreciate that the Biden administration strongly supports D.C. statehood and has given me senatorial courtesy for certain executive branch officials and federal district court judges in D.C., the administration, to my great disappointment, has not always supported D.C. equality and home rule. For example, the administration’s fiscal years 2022 and 2023 budgets proposed prohibiting D.C. from spending its local funds on recreational marijuana commercialization.” 


	The president controls the D.C. National Guard while the governors of the states and territories control their National Guards. The president has the authority to federalize the state and territorial National Guards. If the D.C. mayor controlled the D.C. National Guard, the president would also have the authority to federalize the D.C. National Guard. 


	The House’s fiscal year 2022 NDAA gave the D.C. mayor control over the D.C. National Guard. The Senate’s version did not. The enacted version did not.


 


Norton Vows to Defeat Anti-Home-Rule Amendments Filed on D.C. Appropriations Bill


Norton today vowed to defeat each amendment filed by Republicans at the Committee on Rules to the House’s fiscal year 2023 District of Columbia Appropriations bill that would prohibit D.C. from spending local funds on local policies. The committee, which determines which amendments can be offered on the floor, will consider amendments to the bill on Monday.


	“Until D.C. has statehood, Congress will have the undemocratic authority to interfere in D.C.’s local affairs,” Norton said. “In the meantime, I will continue to fight to defeat each effort by Republicans to interfere in D.C.’s local affairs.”


Full statement here.


 


Norton Files Amendments to Allow Marijuana Use in Public Housing in Jurisdictions Where It Is Legal


Norton today announced she has filed two amendments at the House Rules Committee to the fiscal year 2023 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill to allow marijuana in public housing in jurisdictions where marijuana is already legal. One amendment would prohibit the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) from using its funds to enforce the prohibition on marijuana in federally assisted housing in jurisdictions where recreational marijuana is legal. The other would prohibit HUD from using its funds to enforce the prohibition on medical marijuana in jurisdictions where medical marijuana is legal. The amendments are co-led by Congressman Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) and Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-CA).


	“The Department of Housing and Urban Development should not be allowed to remove people from their homes or otherwise punish them if they follow the marijuana laws of their jurisdictions,” Norton said. “More and more states are moving toward legalization of marijuana, especially of medical marijuana. It is time for HUD to allow marijuana in federally assisted housing in jurisdictions where it is legal, particularly where medical marijuana is legal. Nobody should be evicted for following the law and the advice of their doctors.”


	Earlier this Congress, Norton introduced a bill to permit marijuana in federally assisted housing in jurisdictions where it is legal. Norton also sent a letter to HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge asking her to use executive discretion to not enforce the prohibition on marijuana in federally assisted housing in jurisdictions where marijuana is legal.


 


Norton Highlights Unique Risks D.C. Residents Face Post-Roe in Today’s Oversight Hearing


Norton highlighted the unique risks faced by District of Columbia residents post-Roe. Because D.C. lacks the full rights and protections of statehood and is under Congress’ control, a future Republican Congress could ban all abortions in the District.


	“The Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs makes it even more urgent that we grant statehood to D.C., and protect the rights of D.C. residents to make decisions about their own bodies, futures and livelihoods,” Norton said. “Statehood is the best way for D.C. to protect abortion access for its residents and to prevent Republicans from enacting prohibitions on reproductive health care.”
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  Capitol Hill Office

  2136 Rayburn HOB


Washington, DC 20515


  phone: 202-225-8050

	fax: 202-225-3002

	hours: M-F; 9:00am-5:00pm


    
          
    

  
      
          
  Main District Office

  1300 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Suite M-1000


Washington, DC 20004


  phone: 202-408-9041

	fax: 202-408-9048

	hours: M-F; 9:00am-5:00pm


    
          
    

  
      
          
  S.E. District Office

  2235 Shannon Place SE

Suite 2032-A


Washington, DC 20020


  phone: 202-678-8900

	fax: 202-408-8844

	 


    
          
    

    

  
  
  
  
  
  

    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
    
  
              Footer Utility

            
    
      	Tools
	Accessibility
	Privacy
	Copyright

    

  

  



  
    
  
                
    
      




    

  


  


  


  
  
  
      






